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Assembly Commitiee on Rural Affairs and Forestry
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Rep. John Ainsworth, Chair (A [ ] []
Rep. Terry Musser [ ] ]
Rep. Kitty Rhoades L/ L] [ ]
Rep. Stephen Freese L] [ ]
Rep. Judith Kiusman ] ]
Rep. Mary Hubler L] L]
Rep. Barbara Gronemus [Z/ ] [ ]
Rep. Donald Hasenohrl L] [ ] [Z]
Rep. Gary Sherman ] ]
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STATE OF WISCONSIN
OFFICE OF STATE REPRESENTATIVE BARBARA GRONEMUS

P.0. BOX 8952 DISTRICT ADDRESS:
STATE CAFITOL : 1634 WEST STREET, P.O. Box 676
MADISON, WISCONSIN 55708-8952 WHITEHALL, WISCONSIN 54773-0676

608-266-7015 715-538+4130
TOLL-FKEE HOTLINE: 800:362:9472
FAX: 608+266-7038

MEMORANDUM

TO: ASSEMBLY COMMITTEE ON RURAL AFFAIRS
AND FORESTRY

FROM: REPRESENTATIVE BARBARA GRONEMUS
DATE: MARCH 11, 1999

RE: ASSEMBLY BILL 92
Relating to Unauthorized Release of Animals

To assist committee members with an understanding of the
major provisions of Assembly Bill 92, I am pleased to provide
the detailed analysis contained on the reverse side.

Your affirmative consideration and recommendation of
Assembly Bill 92 is requested.




 and subsequent v:olatloﬁs are punish

able_ asa CIass_A Mrsdemea (a e e

o $:£o,000 or :mprisonment not to eicceed two ears, or both). -

o 11 : y c
e "restockmg, research or commerciai purposes, actmg WITHOUT the consent of
e the owner or custodlan of the animal: Class C Felony (afine not to. exceed
- '$10,000 or mprzsonment not to exceed 10 years, or. _both) o

201 _ggg_gw_&g of an: amma! that is !awfulty j:__tf' ined for companlonsh:p or
R protect:on of persons or. property; recreatlonal 'exh:bitlon or educational -
* purposes WITHOUT the consent of the owner or custodian of the animal: Class Cc
_ Mlsdemeanor (a fine not to exceed $500 or30.days in prison, or both), 2“"
i -Vlolatlon. Class A: Misdemeanor: (a fine not to exceed $10,000 or 9 months in
prison, or both);. 3%and Subsequent Vloiatlons Class E Felony (a fine not to
. . exceed: $10 000 or not more. than 2 years in pr:son, or. both)

e “SECURITY DEVICES"' ' :
; Aliows the use of any type of fence as present!y permltted under W:sconsm
O lawe
© 2. ATheft Alarm Signal Devnce, a Burglar Alarm or anv other securlty alarm
. system or device.
A dog - the dog MUST BE on the owner ‘s or custodtan s property
* IMMUNITY FROM CIVIL LIABILITY” '
An owner or custodian of a confined animal is immune from civil Ilabllsty for any
damages to a person if ALL of the following apply: -
~ The person suffers damages while vuoiatmg or attempting to violate
law.

The damages are caused by a security device that is install or owner or
custodian reasonably believes is necessary to protect the confi ned animal or
premises containing the animal. IT IS NOT REASONABLE TO INSTALLOR USE A
SECURITY DEVICE THAT IS INTENDED TO OR LIKELY TO CAUSE DEATH OR GREAT

" BODILY HARM.

If an owner or custodian of a confined animal uses a dog as a security
device, the owner or custodian is entitled to immunity ONLY IF the dog is on the
owner’s property at the time it causes the damages.

o PUNITIVE DAMAGES:

1. A person who intentionally releases an animal that is lawfully confined for
scientific, farming, companionship or protection of persons or property,
recreation, restocking, research, exhibition, commercial or educational
purposes, acting WITHOUT the consent of the owner or custodian of the
animal is liable to the owner or custodian for damages, punitive damages,
attorney fees and interest on the amount of the damages incurred at the rate
of 12% per year from the date of the intentional release.

2. The damages awarded shall include the costs of restoring the animal to
confinement,

« VEHICLE SEIZURE:
Provides for the forfeiture of any vehicle or property that is used to violate the
prohibition against intentionally releasing an animal WITHOUT the consent of the
owner or custodian of the animal.

. DEFINITION OF "ANIMAL”": “Animal” means ALL vertebrate and
invertebrate species, including mammals, birds, fish and shell fish but excluding
humans.
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